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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Objections 

1. Claim 4 is objected to because of the following informalities: in claim 4, 
line 5, the term “form” should be -from-. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in 
this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or 
in public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for 
patent in the United States. 

3. Claims 1-3 and 5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Ujiie et al (US 5,781,352). 

The aforementioned claims recite the following features, inter alia, 
disclosed in Ujiie et al (US 5,781,352): An optical pickup device having a lens 
(11), lens holder (20) supported by a frame (21), actuator (22, 23) driving the 
lens holder, and a weight part (24) balanced with a weight of said actuator. 
There is a support part (14) feed to the frame to oppose the lens holder; and a 
plurality of elastic supporters (19) which are cantilever springs each extending 
along the lens holder engaging the lens holder and support part ends. The 
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weight is a rigid body and is in a position farther in a direction toward a distal 
end of the lens holder. See Figures 2 and 8 of Ujiie et al 

4. Claims 12-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Murakami (US 5,050,963). 

The aforementioned claims recite the following features, inter alia, 
disclosed in Murakami: An optical pickup device having a lens (11), lens holder 
(11a) supported by a frame (13), and a weight part (12) fixed to the lens holder. 
There is an adhesive agent fixing the weight part to the lens holder with 
viscoelasticity such that the weight part (12), balanced with an actuator weight 
(9), serves as a dynamic vibration absorber by virtue of the characteristics of 
the adhesive interacting with the weight and lens holder. A support part (5) 
opposes the lens holder and a plurality of elastic supporter springs (4a, 4b, 6b, 
6d) are connected to and engaging the lens holder end and support part end. A 
concave part (within 13) is bonded with the weight part (which is a rigid body). 
See Figures 1 and 4 of Murakami. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or 
described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject 
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matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole 
would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary 
skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by 
the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 4 and 6-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Ujiie et al in view of Miyamae et al (US 5,901,133). 

The description of Ujiie et al is in paragraph 3, supra. 

Regarding claims 4 and 6, Ujiie do not teach a concave part to which the 
weight is bonded and fit, the concave part formed in a tip part on a distal end 
side of the lens holder. Regarding claim 7, Ujiie et al do not disclose weight and 
concave part having a rectangular shape. 

Miyamae et al ‘133 shows a optical head pickup unit having a concave 
part (recess in 7) to which a weight (21) is bonded and fit, the concave part 
(1 la) formed in a tip part on a distal end side of the lens (2) and lens holder 
(11). Miyamae et al ‘133 discloses the weight and concave part having a 
circular shape; see Figures 3a-3b of Miyamae ‘133. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to have provided the optical head pickup having a 
weight member as taught in Ujiie et al modified with the weight member 
arrangement whereby the weight sat in a rectangular recess in the holder as 
taught by Miyamae ‘133. The rationale is as follows: one of ordinary skill in the 
art would have been motivated to have provided the optical head pickup having 
a weight member as taught in Ujiie et al modified with the weight member 
arrangement whereby the weight sat in a rectangular recess in the holder as 
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taught by Miyamae ‘133 since one of ordinary skill in the art would have 
achieved space savings in the optical head because the weight was located 
within the lens holder instead of outside the support. Additionally, the 
rectangular shape of Miyamae ‘133 was one of a few obvious shape variants 
that one of ordinary skill in the art would have utilized. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

7. Claims 8-11 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of 
the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Conclusion 


8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications 
from the examiner should be directed to George Letscher whose telephone 


number is (703) 305-7912. 
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9. Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this 
application should be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone 
number is (703) 305-4750. 



George Letscher 
September 7, 2004 


George Letscher 
Primary Examiner 
AU2653 



